
VISION AND MISSION 
STATEMENT

OUR VISION:
To build a faith community 
centred on the loving relationship 
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
expressed in personal lives and 
communal parish activities.

OUR MISSION IS TO:
• Develop relevant and prayerful 

Eucharistic celebrations
• Foster the experience of a personal 

relationship with God
• Provide Faith Formation 

opportunities
• Care for each other particularly the 

sick, lonely, aged and disabled
• Witness to God’s love for our 

earthly common home and all its 
creatures that abound

WE WILL:
• Reach out to those in need
• Be committed to Catholic Social 

Justice principles
• Pray and work together with 

Christian Churches and all people 
of goodwill

• Engage with young people

• Care for our environment towards 
a sustainable future

• Strengthen bonds with First Nation 
peoples

MASS TIMES
• VICTOR HARBOR  

Weekend - Saturday 6.00pm; 
Sunday 11.00am. 
Weekdays - Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 9.00am

• GOOLWA
Weekend - Sunday 9.00am. 
Weekday - Wednesday 9.30am

RECONCILIATION
St Joan’s, Victor Harbor - Saturday 
11am - 11.30am, or by appointment.
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holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother 
ewes.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 103:1‑2, 3‑4, 24‑25, 27
Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!
1.  Lord God, how great you are, 
 clothed in majesty and glory, 
 wrapped in light as in a robe! You 
 stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
2.  Above the rains you build your 
 dwelling. You make the clouds 
 your chariot, you walk on the 
 wings of the wind, you make the 
 winds your messengers and 
 flashing fire your servants. 
3. How many are your works, O 
 Lord! In wisdom you have made 
 them all. The earth is full of your 
 riches. There is the sea, vast and 
 wide, with its moving swarms 
 past counting, living things great 
 and small. 

4. All these look to you togive them 
 their food in due season. You give 
 it, they gather it up: you open 
 your hand, they have their fill. 
 
5. You take back your spirit, they 
 die, returning to the dust from 
 which they came. You send forth 
 your spirit, they are created; and 
 you renew the face of the earth.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
‘Console my people, console them’
says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her that her time of 
service is ended, that her sin is 
atoned for, that she has received 
from the hand of the Lord double 
punishment for her crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the 
wilderness a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert. Let every valley be 
filled in, every mountain and hill be 
laid low. Let every cliff become a 
plain, and the ridges a valley; then 
the glory of the Lord shall be reveal-
ed and all mankind shall see it; for 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

Go up on a high mountain, joyful 
messenger to Zion. Shout with a 
loud voice, joyful messenger to 
Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to 
the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your 
God.’

Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his 
flock, gathering lambs in his arms, (Continued page 4)
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VICTOR HARBOR/GOOLWA
PARISH

NGARRINDJERI and 
RAMINDJERI land

CATHOLIC PARISH HOUSE 
32 Seaview Road (PO Box 464)
VICTOR HARBOR SA 5211
Telephone: 8552 1084 (Please leave a 
message if the Office is unattended - 
we will get back to you asap)
Email: catholicvhg@bigpond.com
Web: 
www.victorgoolwacatholic.org.au

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
•  PARISH PRIEST
Fr Vinh-Quang Tran (8552 1084; 
in an emergency - 0429 098 802) 
Email: Vinh2511@bigpond.com

•  PARISH MANAGERS
Mr Ray Klecko (0438 364 870)
Mrs Pat Clingan (0410 593 617)
Email: 
Parish_manager@bigpond.com

•  PARISH NEWSLETTER
Please forward items for the 
newsletter to the Parish Office - 
8552 1084, 
catholicvhg@bigpond.com 
(All items for the newsletter by 
Wednesday evening) 

• PARISH TREASURER
Mr Merv Mallett (0412 103 443)
Email: parish_treasure@bigpond.com

• CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit (8210 8159)
Goolwa (Cathy May 0401 584 237)
Victor Harbor (Office 8552 1084)

• CSHW SA (Safety, Health, Welfare) 
Cathy May (0401 584 237)

GOSPEL BACKGROUND
Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of 
the Christmas Season and the 
beginning of Ordinary Time. It’s a 
feast of transition from Jesus’ hidden 
life to that of His public ministry.  

It needs to be pointed out that Jesus 
did not need the baptism of John.  
John was baptising as a call to and 
sign of interior repentance. Jesus had 
no need to repent. But, nonetheless, 
He comes to John. John resists at first 
but Jesus insists. Why did He receive 
baptism?

By accepting the baptism of John, 
Jesus affirms all that John has said 
and done and affirms his sacred role 
of preparing the way for Jesus and for 
a new era of grace. 
   
It has been said that when Jesus 
entered the waters of baptism, He was 
not baptised by the waters.His 
Baptism was one in which all the 
created waters of this world were, in a 
sense, “baptised” by Him.  By 
entering into the waters, Jesus 
sanctified water and poured forth His 
grace making all water the future 
source of salvation.  

As we prepare to begin Ordinary 
Time, turn your eyes to Jesus and 
prepare yourself to follow Him and to 
heed every word He speaks. He was 
sent into this world to draw us to the 
Father, allow Him to fulfil that 
mission in your own life.

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(13 - 19 January)

• Monday, 13: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20)

• Tuesday, 14: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28)

• Wednesday, 15: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39)

• Thursday, 16: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45) 

• Friday, 17: St Anthony, abbot (Heb 
4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12)

• Saturday, 18: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17)

• Sunday, 19: 2nd SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 
12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11)

SECOND READING
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
God’s grace has been revealed, and it 
has made salvation possible for the 
whole human race and taught us that 
what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, 
and all our worldly ambitions; we 
must be self-restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this present 
world, while we are waiting in hope 
for the blessing which will come with 
the Appearing of the glory of our great  
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He 
sacrificed himself for us in order to set  
us free from all wickedness and to 
purify a people so that it could be his 
very own and would have no ambition 
except to do good.
  

When the kindness and love of God 
our saviour for mankind were 
revealed, it was not because he was 
concerned with any righteous actions 
we might have done ourselves; it was 
for no reason except his own 
compassion that he saved us, by 
means of the cleansing water of 
rebirth and by renewing us with the 
Holy Spirit which he has so 
generously poured over us through 
Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this 
so that we should be justified by his 
grace, to become heirs looking 
forward to inheriting eternal life.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lk 3:16
Alleluia, alleluia! 
John said: He who is to come is 
mightier than I; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
A feeling of expectancy had grown 
among the people, who were 
beginning to think that John might be 
the Christ, so John declared before 
them all, ‘I baptise you with water, 
but someone is coming, someone who 
is more powerful than I am, and I am 
not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; 
he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. Now when all the 
people had been baptised and while 
Jesus after his own baptism was at 
prayer, heaven opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily 
shape, like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you need a priest for anointing prior to medical treatment or if you 

are ill (not necessarily life-threatening) or for last rites 
please contact: (08) 8552 1084 or in an emergency 0429 098 802.
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